MARSHLAND  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


USRARy 


14th  May,  1946* 

f 

To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  the  Annual 
Report  for  1945,  abridged,  in  conformity  with  Ministry  of  Health 
ins  true  tions • 

The  health  of  the  District  after  nearly  six  years  of 
war  remained  satisfactory.  An  epidemic  of  Measles  increased  the 
number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  and  towards  the 
end  pf  the  year  there  was  the  beginning  of  a  small  localised 
outbreak  of  Catarrhal  Jaundice. 

TUBBRCULOS IS . 

Notifications  of  this  disease  showed  little  difference 
from  that  of  recent  years  and  so  far  there  has  been  nothing  to 
suggest  that  this  position  will  deteriorate.  The  notifications 


were  as  follows:- 

Male. 

Female . 

To  tal • 

Pulmonary. 

6 

4 

10 

Non-pulmonary. 

1 

1 

2 

i 

f 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

There  being  no  treatment  centre  within  the  Council* s 


area  no  records  are  available  as  to  the  incidence  of  this 
disease  among  the,  population  of  the  District.  Nothing,  however, 
suggests  that  the  disease  is  increasing  in  its  prevalence. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  cases  of 

Infec  tious 

disease 

were 

notified  during  the  year:- 

Males . 

Females  • 

Sex. 

; Unknown . 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever.  17 

26 

43 

Diphtheria. 

•m 

Measles.  184 

174 

2 

360 

Whooping-cough.  :7 

5 

- 

10 

Pneumonia. 

•  *  ... 

(Primary  &  Influenzal).  7 

4 

- 

11 

Cerebro  spinal  Meningitis.  - 

1 

tm 

1 

Typhoid  Fever. 

'  mm 

mm 

tm 

Erysipila's. 

4 

- 

4 

Puerperal, Pyrexia. 

2 

- 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neons  tor urn* 

- 

‘  1 

1 

Malaria.  1 

mm 

1 

Catarrhal  Jaundice.  5 

6 

mm 

11 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


,  ,  Tho  water  supply  to  the  District  is  obtained  from  two 

Sources,  that  from  the  Wisbech  Water  Company  serving  eight  of  the 
thirteen  parishes,  four  others  being  supplied  from  the  King’s 
Lynn  Corporation,  and  the  remaining  parish  is  provided  for  frbm 
both  sources.  The  water  from  the  King’s  Lynn  source  Is 
distributed  by  the  Council's  water  mains. 

No  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  going 
into  supply  have  been  carried  out  as  this  is  done  by  the 
suppliers,  and  as  the  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action  it  is 
unnecessary  for  any  special  precautions  to  be  taken  to  guard 
against  the  danger  of  poisoning ''from  load. 

It  is  estimated  that  2,800  houses  are  supplied  from  the 
water  mains,  this  covering  a  population  of  10,000  or  about 
66$  of  the  total  inhabitants. 

'  Prom  this  it  will  be  seen  that  34$  of  the  inhabitants 
still  obtain  their  supply  from  oistorns  and  a  few  wells,  sources 
dependent  upon  rainfall,  a  fickle  and  precarious  provider. 
Consequently,  acute  shortages  of  water  are  experienced  in  times 
of  insufficient  rainfall,  and  a  supply  to  those  in  need  is 
provided  by  carting.  This  deficiency  is  one  which  tho  Council 
has  under  urgent  consideration  and  is  pressing  for  the  extension 
of  a  piped  supply  to  all  parts  of  the  District  but  the  handicaps 
of  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  in  the  supplying  companies 
is  unduly  retarding  progress.  On  this  essential  public  health 
service  it  is  desirable  that  more  help  be  forthcoming  from  the 
appropriate  Government  Departments. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


During  the  summer  months  of  the  year  under  review  a 
campaign  was  organised  with  tho  object  of  increasing  the  number 
of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  and  use  was  made  of 
press  advertisements  and  help  obtained  from  Doctors,  Head- teachers 
District  Nurses,  Health  Visitors  and  Women’s  Institutes.  Tho 
results  showed  an  appreciable  increase  in  comparison  with  the 
corresponding  half-year  in  1944.  Tho -present  position  is  as 
follows:-  ' 

Estimated  Mid-year  population  1945. 

0'  -  4  (Inclusive)  1400 

5  -14  (  a •  y  )  '2640. 

'  l  C  •  - 

t  .  . 

Numbers  immunised. 

0  -  4  (inclusive)  425;  Percentage  immunised  30$ 

5  -  14  (  "  )1827;  "  "  69 % 

■  ‘J  .  .  I 

These  figures  show  that  the  response  to  the  appeal 
.has  been  po.orest  in  .that  section  of  the  child  population  whore 
it  should  have  boon  greatest,  jand  that  parents  .who  have 
neglected  to  make  use  of  the  facilities  provided  bear  a  great 
responsibility.  Much  work  has„.  s  till,  to  be  done  to  obtain  tho 
numbers  required  to  .produce  a  reasonably  immuno  community. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  GRESR  M.  B .  C .  IT. 

Temporary  Medical  Officer*  of  Health. 
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